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 Research about how climate change may
remind people of death and mortality
 Smith, Lauren K. M., Hanna C. Ross, Stephanie A. Shouldice, and 

Sarah Elizabeth Wolfe. ‘Mortality Management and Climate Action: A 
Review and Reference for Using Terror Management Theory Methods
in Interdisciplinary Environmental Research’. WIREs Climate Change 13, 
no. 4 (1 July 2022): e776. 

 Grief aversion in contemporary societies





 Climate change can produce physical death, 
but often it causes various other losses, both 
tangible and intangible. 





 Some of these losses include ambiguity, and 
the concept of ambiguous loss helps to 
understand grief processes arising from 
situations where something is partly lost and 
partly not. 





 Temporalities are multifaceted in climate 
grief, because there are past, ongoing, and 
anticipated losses. 

 The dynamics of anticipatory grief are thus 
more complex in relation to climate grief than 
in relation to death of a close one, and 
“transitional loss and grief” require attention. 









 There can be aspects of nonfinite loss and 
chronic sorrow in climate grief, which makes 
evaluation of clinically significant, 
“prolonged” or “complicated” grief difficult. 

 Fundamentally, climate change resonates 
with the depth dimension of death studies 
and grief research: the need to wrestle with 
existential questions and reconstruction of 
meanings in life amidst crises. 






